Lateran Treaty to Abyssinia       i3I
When a' Pope arises who no longer fears Bolshevism,
and Bolshevism itself ceases to be a dangerous factor in the
world, and when a Fascist dictator rules in Italy who no
longer feels that Catholicism is under the control of the
Italian State but has a world outlook, then all the inevitable
troubles will start all over again.
By his action the Pope made it possible for the Catholic
Church to spread further into Abyssinia, and there he
started his well-known policy of trying to give each
country bishops of its nationality. It is of interest to
read the report of the pastoral visit to Abyssinia of the
first Apostolic Delegate, published in the Osservatore
Romano of February 3rd, 1937: Monsignor Chidane
Mariam Cassa visited no less than twenty-two Catholic
regions, as they put it, "all in one breath"* He is himself
an Abyssinian and a Catholic Bishop. The Pope sent him
from Rome. As most of the regions were along or close to
the new road, the means of transport chosen was the
motor-car. The paper refers to the road as a magnificent
work by Italy. The salient features of the tour were, we
read: "The joy of the native Catholics, who welcomed
the Bishop 'of our own bone and our own blood*; the
friendly disposition of the schismatics of the Coptic
Church; and the number of coinmxinions and confirma-
tions**'
The writer describes the welcome accorded to the
Bishop at every place visited, processions being formed,
while female choirs, as is the custom in Ethiopia, sang
hymns or songs of praise and welcome specially written
for the occasion* These songs were short simple poems,
sung to the tune of a popular song or liturgical chants, and
to the accompaniment of hand drums. The themes most